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This Internationa! preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority and 
is transmitted to the applicant according to Anicle 36, 

This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

fx] This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, I.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the bas is for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 2 sheet(s). 
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INTERNATIONA! PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION RF.VOR1 ^0 ! International application Ki 

PCT/AU2M3/0Q151I* 



ham of the report 



With regard to the dements cf the international application: 1 
the iniernaiionaJ application as originally filed. 

[X] the description, page* 1,2, as originally filed, 
pages , filed with the demand, 
^ pages « received on with the letter of 

[x] Uie claims, pagei , as originally filed, 

Paget , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

pagei 3,4, filed with the demand, 
_ pages , received on with the letter of 

[Xl the drawings. page! l f 2, as originally filed, 

page* , filed with the demand, 
^ page! , received on with the letter of 

P] the sequence listing part of the description: 

page! , as originally filed 

pages. , filed with the demand 

pages. , received on with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or ftimished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this hem. 

These elements were available or ftimished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ language of a translation ftimished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 .1(b)). 

Q the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation famished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
[""] contained in the international application in written form. 

[] together with the international application in computer readable form. 

PI furnished subsequently to this Authority In written form. 

[H furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the I ubsequemly furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been finished, 

Q The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the wrinen sequence listing has 
been furnished 

4. Q The amendments have itsulted in the cancellation of: 

Q the description, pages 
n the claims, Nos. 
Q the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. Q ™ s Nport has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
g" beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).*' 



Rtpiaccmcnt sheets which ha\t been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an Miction under Article 14 arc referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" ami are not annexed fc this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 \ 6 and 10 A 71 

_Any replacement sheet contain in$ such amendments must be re/erred to under item ) and wmexedie this report 
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Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 
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Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (1A) 


Claims 
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Claims 




NO 



Citation,*; and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents represent the closest prior ert: 
1)1 : US 4998386 A (BAUMOARTH) 12 March 1991 

Di; Patents abstracts of .'apan, JP 9-144239 A (MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC WORKS LTD) 3 June 1997 
Novelty and Inventive S «p of the claims: 

The present application iind claims are directed to an end fitting for a roof gutter which facilitates removal of 
debris. It comprises a frame fitting and a slide plate slidable within this frame for opening and closing the end of 
the gutter for easy removal of debris by flushing. 

Neither Dl or D2 disclo ses such an arrangement, The arrangement of Dl being a hinge plate and that of D2 
being an end cap. 

The claims are thus considered to be novel and non-obvious, and involving an inventive step. 
The claims are all mdusrially applicable, 
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